
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $1,083,605 IN HUD GRANTS FOR DRUG ELIMINATION AND YOUTH BUILDING EFFORTS IN HOLYOKE
October 14, 1998

  

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-First District)                announced today that Holyoke will receive close to $1.1 million                in grants from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development                (HUD). The grants were awarded under two HUD programs: 1) The Federally                Assisted Low-income Housing Drug Elimination Grant Program, and                2) The Public and Indian Housing New Approach Grant.&nbsp; Congressman                Olver worked closely with the grant applicants, and personally advocated                for an expeditious review and approval of their applications.              

"The residents of Holyoke need to feel safe in their own neighborhoods,"                Olver said. "These grants will directly help those individuals who                have been working hard to provide for their families, and who have                made significant efforts to keep their streets safe."

"Through these grants the Holyoke Housing Authority, local non-profits,                and private agencies will be able to implement new and innovative                programs. In the past, these initiatives have proven to make a remarkable                difference in their communities by combating drug-related problems,                and providing education and skill-building programs to troubled                youths," remarked Olver.

Recipient and project information are as follows:

$211,845 was awarded to Nueva Esperanza Inc. under the Public                and Indian Housing New Approach Program.

    -   This funding will be used to address safety and security issues                  in South Holyoke, specifically in and around the South View Apartments.                  Specific actions will include providing increased police surveillance                  and reactivating neighborhood partnerships.

$125,000 was awarded to South Canal Limited Partnership under the              Federally Assisted Low-income Housing Drug Elimination Grant Program              Approval.
    -   This funding will be used for the South View Apartments and                  is designed to reduce the level of drug-related crimes by providing                  youths with education and construction training.

             For more information on either of these projects, please contact Carlos              A. Vega 413-533-9442 
             &nbsp; 
$375,000 (three $125,000 grants) was awarded to Marken Properties              under the Federally Assisted Low-income Housing Drug Elimination Grant              Program Approval.
    -   This funding will be used to support three projects: Sargent-West                  Apartments; River Place Apartments; and Jarvis Heights Apartments.                  Specifically, the funding will be used to develop a job opportunity                  program, continue the Family Sports League, and operate a computer                  learning center (in conjunction with Holyoke Housing Authority).

             For more information on these projects, please contact Dana DiCocco              413-532-9268 
             &nbsp; 
$129,960 was awarded to the River Place Limited Partnership under              the FY Š98 Public and Indian Housing New Approach Program.
    -   This funding will be used to establish programs to combat drug-related                  activities and will focus on law enforcement and drug prevention.                  Specific actions will include the continuation and expansion of                  the Safe Neighborhood Assistance Program. This program provides                  for the development of security-related capital improvements and                  the investigation and/or prosecution of drug-related criminal                  activity in and around the development.

             For more information on this program, please contact Dana DiCocco              413-539-9268              

$241,800 was awarded to the Holyoke Housing Authority under                the FY Š98 Public and Indian Housing Drug Elimination Program.

    -   This funding will be used by the HHA to continue their relationship                  with the Boys and Girls Club and the Community Policing Program.                  It also plans to fund a 20-week GED program to assist individuals                  who are moving from welfare to work. Additionally, it plans to                  create a 13-station Computer Mobile (in conjunction with Marken                  Properties) to provide a non-threatening computer environment                  to hundreds of Holyoke residents.

"This is an excellent example of a community working together for              one cause -- to improve the lives of their citizens. This is truly              an effective partnership and use of federal money," Olver said.

For more information on the project above, please contact Ray Murphy                413-539-2220             
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